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ferable to the contrary character: but In prudence, the
former is Inferior to the latter, as well as in the virtues. It
is evident, therefore, that prudence is a certain virtue, tint!
not an art., But as the rational parts of the soul are two, it
must be the virtue of one, viz. the part conceptive of opinion.
[For opinion and prudence are conversant with that which
may subsist otherwise than they do, Nor yet is it only a
habit joined with reason: and a proof of this is, that there
may be oblivion of such a habit, but of prudence there can
not.

CHAP. VI.

Concerning intellect; that it is employed in the knowledge of
principles.

1. SINCE, however, science is a conception of the mind,
engaged in universals, and in those things that exist from
necessity, and since there are principles of things demon-
strable, and of every science; (for science is joined with
reason 5) it will be neither science, nor art, nor prudence,
which discovers the principle of the subject of science. For
the subject of science is demonstrable; and the two others
(viz. art and prudence) are conversant with thing's that may
subsist otherwise than they do; neither therefore is it
wisdom; for the wise man must have demonstration in
certain things. If therefore those parts of the soul, by
which we declare the truth, and are never mistaken, in
things that may, or may not, subsist diilbrently, are science,

grees in prudence; for a man is not called prudent, until he in aWc to
deliberate and act rightly; and if he could have deliberated or acU<l bet-
ter, he was not a prudent man; secondly, when an artist errs voluntarily,
he is considered better as an artist than one who errs from igtiorancu;
though he may be considered worse as a man i but in prudence there cau
be no s Licit thing as voluntary error*